LONDON
STYLE

The high street
habituée

THIS
IS
HOW
WE
DO IT

Carianne Annan, 20

ç

OUTFIT Jacket Primark, top Zara, jeans
Topshop, shoes New Look, earrings eBay.
‘The hair comes first. I’m a
part-time hairdresser. When
I’m dressing up it’s pretty much
whatever I can get to fit the hair.’
‘I’d describe my style as very
“Solange”. I’ve always been big on
colour, and every year colour comes
back in style.’
‘My mum dressed me when I was
little so I didn’t have much say, but
when Destiny’s Child were really
big I fell in love with the army-print
crop top with army-print leggings.
I used to wear them all the time
when I was 11.’
‘In London it’s more open than
anywhere, in terms of style. I was in
Birmingham recently and everyone
was like, “OMG, you have great
style,” but here it’s just normal.’

No city rivals ours when it
comes to individual style.
As London Fashion Week
hogs the limelight,
Flo Wales Bonner and
Jean Goldsmith hit
the streets to talk to
Londoners about their
distinctive dress code

é
‘You can’t tell people’s
personalities if they
all dress the same’

The cosmopolitan
creative
Avely Vain, 22
OUTFIT Leather hat Beyond Retro, denim
coat Rokit, white denim trousers vintage
shop in Ghent, Belgium.
‘I’m inspired by tribal cultures
and the ’90s. I wear mostly baggy
clothes. I never wear bright colours.’
‘I’m from a small village in Estonia.
In London I feel like I can express
myself completely.’
‘I’m studying fine art. I like dressing
up – I feel like treating myself as an
art piece helps me get myself into a
creative mental state.’

Read more reviews and listings and book tickets at timeout.com/london 19
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‘I used to live
on a farm.
I couldn’t
really dress
like this’

é
The clash-happy Dalstonites
Roberto Materazzi, 24

Rubina Marchiori, 24

ROBERTO’S OUTFIT Jacket and shoes Carhartt, trousers own design.

RUBINA’S OUTFIT Hat Wilderness Street Apparel, jacket Joyrich.

‘I come from a small village near Perugia in Italy. I used to live
on a farm. Style doesn’t exist there – I couldn’t really dress like this.’
‘I live in east London and am very inspired by the area – Shoreditch,
Hackney and Dalston.’
‘I’ve been in London for two years. I’ve never studied fashion but I knew that
Italian designer Nico Didonna had a studio in Brick Lane, so I went to meet
him and asked if I could work for him as an intern. He took me from the high
street and taught me everything – he’s like a second father to me now. I’m
hoping to launch my first collection this summer.’

‘I dress however I feel when I wake up in the morning. Mostly I choose
relaxed and comfortable clothes. I love picking up garments from both
men’s and womenswear shelves and combining them together.’
‘Fashion in London is innovative and adventurous on the whole, compared
to the other fashion cities. People feel more free to express themselves.
But I think freedom is more to do with how people feel about themselves
inside than their outward appearance. ’
‘The most daring thing I’ve worn were my Buffalo shoes from the ’90s,
three years ago in Milan. I remember everyone was looking at me.’

20 Read more reviews and listings and book tickets at timeout.com/london
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‘Beyoncé’s
style is
the best,
because it’s
quite bling’

é
The double-denim biker
Evan Laperche, 47

é
The trendsetting tween
Eliza Burdett, 11
OUTFIT Coat and jumper Next, scarf mum’s, dress, necklace and bag
New Look.
‘I’ve always liked fashion. I think I first started dressing up aged
four. I liked to steal my mum’s shoes.’
‘I love really high heels, but I’m not allowed them. I think I’ll be
allowed them when I’m 17.’
‘Beyoncé’s style is the best, because it’s quite bling. And she
wears high heels.’
‘There’s no uniform at my school – so I can wear what I want.
I wear something different every day. I would never wear the same
things twice.’

OUTFIT Bag, gloves and jacket Rokit (patches put on
by Evan .
‘I’m 47 and I think I look fucking great for my
age. I’m happy looking old. My beard’s getting
whiter and whiter, and I think it’s awesome.’
‘My look is biker style. I’ve always been like
this – always been a denim guy. And I love my
cowboy boots.’
‘I wear kilts all the time, too. I have seven kilts
at home. I got them from the Highland Store on
Great Russell Street.’
‘When I was 17 or 18 I had bright orange hair.
I blame Annie Lennox for that. It was the worst
thing I’ve ever done.’
‘I’ve been in London since I was 18. I love it,
I would never live anywhere else.’
‘London style is broad. There’s no such thing
as fashion in London, it’s just style – you’re
yourself here.’
Read more reviews and listings and book tickets at timeout.com/london 21
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The Soho gent

‘This is
my “give
me a job”
look’

Harry Turner, 80
OUTFIT Overcoat from Jermyn Street, trousers Austin Reed, shoes from
‘a little shop in Kingston’, gloves from Savile Row, scarf ‘I bought it off
a barrow in Berwick Street Market in Soho.’
‘London is my town, my city, the greatest on earth, and I always
want to dress stylishly in London either casually or formally.’
‘When I was young I was a scruffy little working-class yob
in Fulham. I used to see people on the bus wearing suits and
overcoats and I thought: God, one day I’ll get a suit like that.’
‘When I was 18 and in the army, I paid £10 for a suit at Dunn
& Co in Piccadilly. It was a check green suit and I kept it for 15
years until it fell apart.’
‘I love dressing up. I don’t like to see people dressing the same.
Even youngsters – they’re all in a uniform of jeans and T-shirts.
They’re in a bigger uniform than the men in suits.’

ê

é
The designer-loving teen
Kahlia Parker, 18
OUTFIT Trousers American Apparel, shoes Urban Outfitters, scarf Acne Studios, coat Laria Lepore
(‘I got it on Brick Lane at a third of the price because it had a hole in it’ , polo neck Topshop.
‘I would describe my style as “high-end discount designer”. And all-black everything.’
‘I’m from Australia, and London is a lot edgier. Men’s fashion is so amazing here. My
boyfriend is into new fashions – a lot of black and layers, asymmetric and baggy, ninja chic.
But London is also accessible, with lower-price shops also doing the same looks. You can
take an expensive outfit and layer it with cheaper stuff.’
‘I think people should branch out with their clothes. There’s so much fun that goes in to
creating a look – today is my “biz-chic” look. My “give me a job” look.’
22 Read more reviews and listings and book tickets at timeout.com/london
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é
‘Better to
buy one
good thing
than 20
throwaway
things’

é
The secondhand fans

The Central
Saint Martins
eccentric
Harry HenleyFreegard, 19
OUTFIT Coat (inside-out H&M, nightie
from a charity shop, tights Sainsbury’s,
patches Klein’s in Soho, shoes Adidas,
bag vintage M&S.
‘I would describe my style as
“shiny”. When I was younger I was
inspired by fairy princesses, but
now my style icon is [Kardashians’
step-dad] Bruce Jenner.’
‘The wackiest thing I’ve ever worn
was a duvet. It was an all-white
look. I was wearing super high
shoes so I was slipping everywhere,
but luckily the duvet provided
some cushioning. I was bloody
freezing, though.’

Jaqueline Cook, 62

Jonathan Hale, 58

OUTFIT vintage.

OUTFIT vintage.

‘I’m a vintage collector and I’ve been collecting for
40 years. We rent out our clothing archive to films and
music videos and we’re hoping to start a library.’

‘There’s such a mix of people in London that everybody
can be individual without being noticed or have the mickey
taken out of them. They can express themselves freely.’

‘If you’re a cool artist and you just
don’t give a fuck, that’s fine. But
people that try too hard – that’s just
too much.’

‘The first piece of clothing I fell in love with was a top
that I bought from a jumble sale for 2p. It was made out
of a tea towel.’

‘The most daring thing I’ve ever worn must be the
leopard-print swimming trunks I cycled round the
Greenwich one-way system in.’

‘I dress like this everywhere.
In London it’s accepted. No one
bats an eyelid.’

‘The high street has become throwaway and cheap.
If people need to buy cheap they should buy from
a charity shop or a vintage shop and develop an
individual style.’

‘I’m not really impressed with what young people
wear today. A lot of them go to Primark, which I don’t
agree with. Better to buy one good thing than 20
throwaway things.’

Eyeball more nattily
dressed Londoners at
timeout.com/blog
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