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Four fucking
kick-ass Londoners
The ladies of the capital aren’t about to be outdone by some made-up, sweary
US superbroad. Flo Wales Bonner meets four real-life London women who
could probably give Hit-Girl a run for her money. Or mommy…

JANEY BRITANNICO
is a luchadora – a female
wrestler who
specialises in lucha,
a Mexican form of the
sport. She performs
in Bethnal Green

JEAN GOLDSMITH

‘I

started wrestling when
I was 14. I’d always
watched it on TV, and I also
loved powerful female characters
like Lara Croft, Xena: Warrior Princess
and Buffy. The first time I went to a
lucha show and saw the colourful
superhero characters I knew that was
what I wanted to do.
‘A luchadora needs to be agile,
strong, flexible and athletic. And you
need to be fit enough to jump around
and yell at the top of your lungs at the
same time. Janey Britannico is my alter
ego. She’s the little sister of Leon
Britannico, one of the main luchadores,
and she’s decided that she wants to do
what he does – and she doesn’t let the
fact that she’s a young girl stand in her
way. When I’m not Janey, I’m more shy
and reserved. But when I’m in character
I can be whatever I want. She’s my
secret identity.
‘The good thing about being small
is that you can take people unawares –
sometimes I’ll be fighting one of the
bigger guys and I’ll drop down one
knee, grab their leg and take them
down. I don’t want people to watch
women doing lucha libre and say,
“Oh, that’s just women wrestling.”
I want it to be awesome in its own right.
And I want other women in the crowd to
watch the show and think: “If she can
do it, I can do it too.” ’
www.luchabritannia.com
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MISTRESS ABSOLUTE whips men into shape
in her very own London dungeon (location top
secret, naturally)

AMANDA FOSTER is a stuntwoman who kicks
ass all over the capital (and, indeed, all over the
world). She can be seen in ‘Red 2’, in cinemas now

MARIANNE ‘GOLDEN GIRL’ MARSTON is a
professional boxer chasing a world title. She runs
boxing classes in Canning Town and Euston

‘I

‘F

‘B

’m a femdom – which means that I believe in
female supremacy. My repertoire is so
different, from psychological role-play, to
heavy pain and humiliation. Even my school
report said that my dominant personality unnerved
the other students. But I’m also nice, which
comes as a surprise to some people. There’s no
need to be a bitch: the ability to be dominant
comes from being comfortable with yourself. Yes,
some people that come to see me are masochists,
some like to be playthings. But a lot of what I do is
about imagination and having fun. I get people to
do crazy things – like going to Harrods crossdressed. I do sadism with a smile. I get to play in
some people’s darkest fantasies, so there’s a
responsibility which comes with that. It’s very
psychological – working out how to push someone,
without pushing them over the edge.
‘Wonder Woman has all the attributes I want
as a dom – she’s sexy, but also a kick-ass chick.
Women are expected to want certain things – a
serious relationship, marriage – but I don’t. I know
what makes me happy, and I’m responsible for my
own choices. I love what I do. It’s not the incredible
money-making job it could be, because I draw the
limit at doing anything sexual. I’m definitely not
available to buy. Some doms fuck people, but I
head-fuck people. ’
www.mistressabsolute.com

ighting, racing motorbikes, hanging off
oxing began as a hobby for me. I wanted to
helicopters… I’ve done it all. I’m the only
get fit after an illness, so I started training
in Bayswater with Choleton Senior – he’s
black stuntwoman in the UK: I’ve doubled
a former professional boxer and his dad
for Whoopi Goldberg, Nia Long, Beyoncé
was a champion. I’ve been training for eight years,
and Vivica A Fox. I recently spent two days on top of
and started competing professionally this year.
Brad Pitt in a stairwell for the filming of “World War
‘My secret weapon is my steel will. I’d say I’m
Z”. But I’m always looking for my next challenge.
either determined or very, very stupid. For eight
‘To do what I do you need to be prepared to take
a knock, and have no fear. It’s more dangerous for
years I’ve rammed myself against a brick wall
stuntwomen than stuntmen – we wear fewer
trying to make it in boxing – and eventually I broke
clothes, which means there’s fewer places to hide
through. I’ve had to fight to be able to fight, because
the padding. You get battered and bruised, so
I’m a woman. The boxing board told me that
you’ve got to have balls, just like Superwoman and
women struggle to make a career out of boxing,
Foxy Brown – they rock.
but that just made me want to do it even more. I’m
‘I’ve filmed in some great London locations, like
always moving forward, always on the offensive.
the London Eye, and I did a car chase on Tower
People ask how I psyche myself up before a fight,
Bridge for a 50 Cent and Justin Timberlake
but it’s more a question of calming myself
video. I had to drive through central
down. Once the adrenaline starts, I get all
For more
London being chased by an Aston
jumped up, but to compete you need to
kick-ass actio
Martin. The police stopped all the
see The Weekn be slower and more controlled.
traffic so I could fly around the streets.
‘What’s next for Golden Girl? I’m
in London,
p8
With explosions and special effects,
chasing an International Masters title –
timing is key, but you can never predict
you have to win that to be in with a chance
how it will turn out. There’s always an element
of getting a world title. And I’m fighting in a
of danger – you can break your neck doing the
championship boxing event at York Hall on
smallest thing, and we do lose people. Still, I’d
October 4. It’ll be the first time a women’s world
miss this if I wasn’t doing it. I love the action – I can’t title fight has been held in the UK for ten years.
get enough of it.’
An historic moment.’
www.amandafoster.me
www.mariannemarston.com
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